
History group meeting in the SVA committee room on 8th November 2021
Present: Lindsay, Sandra, Ann, Ed, Ian, Phil, Nigel, Jennifer and Brian
Apologies: Norma, Jeremy, Martin, Ffiona and Janet

Brian opened the meeting with a quick run through of forthcoming Devon History Society events,
which can be found at https://www.devonhistorysociety.org.uk/events/. He also reported on the
recent workshop of the East Devon Local History societies, highlighting the planned series of talks at
Branscombe, see http://www.branscombeproject.org.uk/ for more details.

Nigel then introduced the new museum publication, Sidmouth: The War Years 1939-1945, which is
now on sale. The process of putting it together had been very challenging due to COVID, and the
amount of material had been much larger than anticipated, leading to a large book. Twenty five
interviews had been conducted over Zoom to gain personal remembrances. While much national
news had been censored, there was a lot of local detail in the newspapers. There was a sense that
people responded to the crisis by wanting to meet much more than in peace time - and he
contrasted this with the restrictions on meeting during the pandemic. They had been able to source
a lot of photos. And he highlighted the creation of hostels for evacuees. Since the much of the
relatively elderly population was not in a position to host evacuees, large houses that were currently
unoccupied, were requisitioned and turned into hostels, some staffed by volunteers, but the larger
ones with employed staff.

Lindsay showed some photos
relating to the first Armistice
Day commemoration in
November 2020. This took place
in the Triangle, centred around a
memorial carrying the flags. The
initial discussion was around the
nature of this memorial and
what happened to it. It was
concluded that it was a
temporary structure, probably
made of wood, and sitting on
the ground. The permanent
memorial, in the form of a Celtic
Cross, was designed by
R.W.Sampson and completed in February 2021.
Another picture, dating from 1928, showed a field
gun with a small girl next to it. This was identified
as a German gun, accepted by the Council in 1919,
which remained until sent for salvage for the war
effort in 1942. A final photograph showed a
commemoration service being held around the
churchyard memorial. Various estimates of date
were made, which centred on the 1960s, but none
was definitive.

https://www.devonhistorysociety.org.uk/events/.
http://www.branscombeproject.org.uk/


Sandra added to the story of “The Rest” in
the Byes. She had been to school with
Florence, one of the three daughters, and
had visited the house. She recalled that it
was a solid, brick-built house that backed
directly on to the river. Ahead of the
meeting, Ed had shared a map from the
SVA archive showing that the house was
connected to the dairy on Temple Street
by a narrow neck of land excluded from
the National Trust owned land in the Byes.

A wide ranging discussion followed on characters of the period, including Mr Tanzelli who ran the
Temple Street Fish and Chip shop, and Mr Badcock the window cleaner.

Ed shifted our attention to ancient woodland. He referred to an inventory carried out in the 1980s
which identified woods larger than 2 hectares, which was now being extended using a “citizen
science” approach to identify smaller parcels of woodland from satellite imagery and old maps, and
then to investigate them on the ground. Several candidate sites had been identified in the Sidmouth
area. Ed pointed out that ancient woodland did not in general contain ancient trees, since the trees
were usually harvested after about 80 years. Rather it referred to land that had always been
woodland. He commented that much of the local woodland was coppiced, and that there was
evidence for mixed land use, where the trees were spaced to allow grazing between.

Ian reported that he had completed the inventory and transcription of the Salcombe Regis cemetery
memorials and was now searching out biographical details. In addition to the known representatives
of the great and the good who are buried there he had identified the memorial of Prof. Ingram
Bywater (1840-1914), the foremost Greek scholar of the late 19th Century, who married the second
daughter of Charles Cornish in 1885 following the death of her first husband.

Ian then posed a puzzle regarding the house called Lanka in Redwood Road, which analysis of the
1939 census and local maps suggests was built in the 1930s. He had identified several burials for
which the address was given as Lanka, but some clearly pre-dated this house, so he was looking for
the history behind these houses, and whether a single owner had moved their house name with
them. Brian noted that Lanka was the legendary island capital of King Ravana in the Hindu Ramayana
and Mahabharata epics. Its location is identified with Sri Lanka.

Ian’s second puzzle related to a recent article on the Sidmouth Town football club, which claimed
that matches were played between Lawn Vista and the River Sid, and also in the field where
Redwood Road is now. In both cases the ground seems far too rough and steep to permit a game.
Nigel mentioned that a local resident recalled playing football with Italian POWs on Salters Meadow
at the end of WW2, and it was agreed that this was probably the only feasible site in the area.

The next meeting will be on January 10th at 7pm in the SVA HQ in Fore Street.


