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As I sit here in cold mid May writing this, watching the sun
illuminate the streaked windows and highlight the dust (not
in the Thurlow’s house surely?), I am hoping that when you
receive this magazine in July the weather will be warmer and
all the outside furniture that you have undoubtedly
purchased will be being put to good use.

Hopefully the purchase of the Knapp from EDDC, the land
that is adjacent to our existing Peaslands Knapp, will have
progressed to completion. We will then own and maintain all
the land in this attractive hilly area in the centre of town. We

intend to improve the pathways and generally tidy it up, perhaps creating a designated
nature area within it. Any suggestions that you have for improvement will be most
welcome and carefully considered.

We will also have furthered our plans to extend the Museum to create a new disabled
entrance to the rear of the property and form a new toilet and kitchen area. The present
facilities are woefully dire and have needed improvement for ages. We plan to carry out
the work over the winter.

We will have designated a new signed trail, the ‘Sid Valley Ring’ which uses existing
paths, to circumnavigate the best parts of the Sid Valley and which is already being
advertised by the Walking Festival in September as a 13 mile route. In this connection,
our Walking Group, led by Jackie Stokes and her husband is becoming very popular and
the walks are now attracting over 20 walkers on a regular basis; you are welcome to join
them. 

Events and displays in the Museum continue throughout the season.  We are holding
an exhibition on cliff erosion at Pennington Point on July 20th at Kennaway House.

You will have noticed I hope, all the new Blue Plaques that have been placed around
the town. We have renovated some 35 existing plaques, and erected 29 more. We have
produced a new version of the Blue Plaques book, giving a huge amount of information
about each plaque location, together with a pocket ‘mini guide’ with integral maps. This
has been the culmination of over two years of hard work by the team, Julia Creeke, Nigel
Hyman, Andrew Rugg-Gunn, John McCarthy and John Dowell, who are to be
congratulated on producing such a splendid outcome

And finally, a warm welcome to all our new members, who we hope to see at the
members open day at our HQ in Fore Street on September 4th, anytime between 2.30
and 6pm, when the museum archives and art collection will be open for viewing.

Richard Thurlow

View from the Chair… SVA Keith Owen Fund – Time for a new Plaque
For many of us, plaque is an unwelcome visitor which the
dental hygienist scrapes and chips away at every 6 months or
so.  Not so for the SVA Keith Owen Fund – where plaques
commemorate many of the grants made over the years across
the Sid Valley.

Over its 10 years, the SVA Keith Owen Fund has made well
over 190 grant awards and around 40 of these have a plaque installed to commemorate
the contribution made through the Fund.

For avid plaque spotters, the most unusual plaque is the one
on Salcombe Regis Church Lych Gate – which is stainless steel
and custom-designed to satisfy necessary approvals.

The award for most plaques in a single place goes to Sidford
Community Hall – where there are four plaques
commemorating awards made to various causes over the years.
Second place goes to the Cricket, Croquet and Tennis

clubhouse, where there are three.  
Hardest to find plaques include the one in Kennaway House gardens and one on the

Armed Services tribute in Blackmore gardens.
Most noticed plaques include those at the Triangle, at the Sidmouth Lifeboat House

and of course on the Ham Fishes Mural.
Some plaques are cunningly hidden inside buildings –- such as All Saints Church Hall,

Sidmouth College, the Guide HQ and several others.
On a more serious note – these plaques form a marvellous way to visibly celebrate the

legacy left to the Sid Valley through the Keith Owen Fund, and the good work and causes
it has supported over the years.  

We also think that, after 10 years, it is time for a design change.  A new plaque design
has been selected which is simple and clean.  Each plaque will continue to be customised
to the award commemorated.  The linkage of the Keith Owen Fund to the SVA will remain
clear – as can be seen on the sample design.  Look out for the new plaques beginning to
appear from this summer onwards.

We don’t plan to replace all the existing plaques
and we plan to locate new plaques selectively – where
they are sensitive to the environment and visibly
commemorate the Fund to residents and visitors alike.

So, whilst you might think of plaque as a somewhat
dry subject – should you at some point find yourself in
the Dental Hygienist’s chair groping for happy
thoughts – then why not let your mind drift around
our lovely Sid Valley and visualise some of the plaques
you can recall from the Keith Owen Fund

Alan Clarke (KOF committee)Do we have your email address?

sid vale association

Keith Owen Fund

The Byes PreSchool
The Sid Vale Associa�on is pleased to make a financial award to
facilitate the launch of The Byes PreSchool, providing forestry

schooling sessions as part of an Early Years Educa�on.

Keith Owen was brought up in Devon, served as
an RAF officer, became a Canadian ci�zen, a
member of the SVA and a benefactor to our

beau�ful Sid Valley.

2014

www.sidvaleassociation.org.uk
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Sidmouth Netball Club
Those of us lucky enough to live in Sidmouth can’t fail to notice the
number of posters that adorn the notice boards around the Sid valley.

Anyone wondering whether these notices are of any value just needs to watch the
considerable number of girls pounding the netball courts in the green dresses of
Sidmouth Netball Club on a weekly basis.  For it was one such poster adorning  the notice
board of the Leisure Centre by Jacqui Blackmore – way back in September 2005 – that
caught the eye of Louise Hastie and encouraged her to ‘get back into netball’.  Little did
she know how her passion for netball would take over the Hastie household and how
valuable this would be for the fitness, mental wellbeing and social cohesion of girls
throughout the region.

It was whilst playing at Honiton Netball Club that Louise Hastie teamed up with Louise
Neilson both as players and players’ mums; spending the best part of nine years driving
themselves, their daughters, their daughters’ friends and often girls whom they had
never met, up and down the valley to train, and across East Devon for matches.  As the
popularity of the sport grew, it soon became apparent that a number of girls were being
excluded from playing because they simply could not get themselves to training. This
spurred the ‘two Lous’ (as they are affectionately known) to set up the Sidmouth Netball
Club in September 2016.  The generous assistance of £2000 from the Keith Owen Fund
and a similar donation from the Parishes Together fund of East Devon District Council,
supported the set-up costs involved for league fees, kit and training aids.  

This initial belief in the appetite for netball in Sidmouth proved to be more than
accurate.  In its first year 45 girls signed up to play, with the club entering U12 and U14
teams into the Exeter and District Junior Netball League.  Roll forward two more years
and the numbers are nearer 70 girls, with two U16 teams (the Eagles and Falcons), three
U14 teams (Hawks, Ravens and Kestrels), two U12 teams (Swifts and Swallows), and two

brand new U11 teams (Starlings and
Robins) all entered into the Exeter
and District league. On top of this
we also have three ladies teams
entered into the Honiton league
(Toucans, Eagles and Kites).  

Those of you who are particularly
‘eagle-eyed’ may have spotted that
all of these teams are named after
birds. This is an ongoing legacy of
the fact that the Toucan Property
Group used to sponsor the
Sidmouth team to play in the
Honiton league, and, hence, the first
Sidmouth ladies team was duly
named the Toucans. Strangely
enough when naming our newest

fledgling U11 teams they were less keen to
be called the pigeons or seagulls!

At the outset it was very important that
the ethos of the club would be one of
inclusivity, with as many girls training and
playing as we could possibly accommodate.
As such, we are a non-selective club with
the aim of furthering the netballing futures
of those more able players whilst also
ensuring that every player has access to
coaching and match time to enjoy the well-
documented physical and mental benefits
that team sport offers.

Whilst winning isn’t everything, it would
be remiss of me not to mention the amazing success of our founding team ‘the Eagles’
who have won the junior league for the past two years in a row and are undefeated as a
team in the Honiton ladies league.  Unfortunately, as a new club run solely by volunteers
with only two level 2 coaches and initially a small number of players, it has not been
possible for Eagles to qualify for the Regional League where they would have been
stretched as players.  Instead, the four East Devon clubs of Honiton, Sidmouth, Axminster
and Exmouth decided last year to pool their resources and feed more able girls into the
East Devon training squad, which provides more advanced training throughout the
summer, ending with a regional tournament in October.  Needless to say, this requires
significant commitment on the part of the girls, as it is in addition to the 29 weeks of
training offered by Sidmouth and the Exeter and District league matches played at
Cranbrook Education Campus on Saturdays.

In addition to weekly training, and tournaments, the netball club also offers targeted
training camps in the holidays which are a great way to build on skills and develop team
bonding. These have proved very popular with the latest U12 netball camp being
supported by 17 girls and assisted by two of our year 10 players.  Getting the older girls
to take on more responsibility by helping to coach the younger girls, and in learning to
umpire, is another key element of Sidmouth netball club membership. For those girls
over 14 years of age, we encourage them to take it in turns to umpire the U11 and U12
games at Cranbrook and for the more able, there are opportunities for them to gain
umpiring qualification and to umpire at the U14 level.

So to the future, one thing we can be sure of is that there is a huge surge in netball
participation with 44% more players registered at grassroots level than this time last year.
This has, in part, been influenced by the amazing victory of the English netball team at
the Commonwealth Games and the development of Superleague netball and its coverage
on Sky Sports – a trend we expect to continue with the World Cup being hosted in
England in the summer.  Indeed, the game couldn’t be healthier, and this national trend is
mirrored here in Sidmouth, with many more players wishing to participate than we can
currently accommodate.  
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In response to this, from September we have managed to recruit two new coaches
adding an extra one-and-a-half hour training session for our U16s and U18s on a
Thursday, enabling us to free-up our three hours on a Tuesday to be split equally
between the U11s, U12s and U14s.  This should allow more dedicated coaching for the
appropriate age groups.  However, we are constrained by the facilities we can access in
Sidmouth at present and are looking for opportunities to develop these going forward.

Most important of all we want to make sure that those girls who want to play netball
can do so irrespective of financial constraints or ability.  We want to expand ‘back to
netball’ for adults who at the moment have to travel to Axminster or Honiton to get a
game, and we want to offer paid coaching positions for lead coaches in order to
encourage highly qualified professionals to build on the club’s success.  In an ideal world
we would have access to two indoor courts enabling dual training sessions and greater
participation.  All that said, with a £2000 grant from the Keith Owen Fund we have come
a long way in three years and we could not be more grateful – here’s to the next three
years and more!

Clare Johnson (Chair Sidmouth Netball Club)

Sidmouth Golf Club 
A golfing jewel in the crown is a fitting description of Sidmouth Golf Club.
Overlooking the fine Regency town of Sidmouth the 1889 J H Taylor

designed course enjoys wonderful sea views from its undulating fairways, and there are
beautiful scenes to be savoured throughout the 18 holes. The fine clubhouse also
provides a panoramic view of the Devon and Dorset coastline of Lyme Bay and beyond,
designated as the country’s first natural World Heritage Site. The 130 year old club has
recently benefited from the fantastic support of the Keith Owen Fund. Following
successful application to the fund led by Will Hastie, the club’s former Chair of Greens,
the club course manager Pete Standen and his team have worked in close collaboration
with the Club Professional Ross Troake to create a short 9 hole course which is set within
the picturesque original main 18 hole course.

The new ‘Sidmouth 9 Hole Short Course’ is perfect to allow juniors, new starters and
those looking for a quick round of golf to practice their swings and develop experience in
a real course environment. This excellent new facility is beneficial as it makes the course
feel less daunting, which can be off- putting particularly for juniors and beginners. It also

enables a short round to be played
in half the time of a full round. The
new short course provides an
interesting twist on the existing
course with some very challenging
holes played from different locations
and even a scorecard to record your
achievements!

Like many other golf clubs, Sidmouth
is keen to attract new junior and
beginner members of any age to learn
the game of golf which has existed for
hundred years and brings many benefits
including social interaction, fresh air and
enjoyment for the participants. The club
has a long history of encouraging
participation and developing junior
members and beginners to the game,
many of whom are still playing members after many years.

The ‘Get Into Golf Campaign’, which has been endorsed by Golf England, is also helping
golf clubs across the country to promote golf through participation in ‘golf academies’.
The 2019 Academy has 46 students all from the local community and varying in age from
late 30s to late 70s, 60% ladies 40% men.

For further details about the coaching lessons, equipment and the academy at
Sidmouth Golf Club, PGA Professional Ross Troake is always happy to help and can be
contacted on 01395 513451 or further information can be found at
sidmouthgolfclub.co.uk. 

Sidmouth Golf club would like to offer a warm welcome to all golfers, visitors, groups
and societies coming to play golf in Sidmouth. Amazing views, tasty food and one of
Devon’s friendliest clubs guarantees you a day to remember. 

Will Hastie

Sidmouth Taekwondo
Taekwondo is a Korean martial art which literally means ‘the art of hand
and foot fighting’ from tae ‘kick’, kwon ‘fist’ and do ‘art or method’.

Taekwondo was inaugurated in South Korea by the founder Major Gen Choi Hong Hi
(1918-2002) on 11th April 1955. It was then introduced to the United Kingdom by Grand
Master Rhee Ki Ha in 1967. In 1983 Taekwondo Association of Great Britain (TAGB) was
formed and in 1988 British Taekwondo Council (BTC) one of two Taekwondo national
governing bodies (NGB) of
Taekwondo in the United
Kingdom was established in
conjunction with the Sports
Council ‘to unify and
oversee the development of
Taekwondo in the UK’. In the
same year Taekwondo made
an appearance as a
demonstration sport at the
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Summer Olympics in Seoul, Korea.
It was made an official Olympics
medal sports at the 2000 Sydney
games.

Sidmouth Taekwondo, also
known as Sidmouth TKD, is part of
TAGB and is under the UK Sport,
Sport England and the British
Taekwondo Council. Sidmouth
Taekwondo started in 1993 and
Andy Taylor (Mr T) and Beth Taylor
(Mrs T) took over Sidmouth
Taekwondo in January 2018. Since then it has been slowly growing and has Taekwondo
classes on two locations in Sidmouth: 1st Sid Vale Scout Centre and Stowford Community
Centre. Andy and Beth along with their daughter started Taekwondo as a form of fitness
exercise for the whole family in 2003 and has helped in maintaining their flexibility and
physical and mental health. 

This year, Sidmouth Taekwondo have been awarded a grant of £800 from the Sid Vale
Association’s Keith Owen Fund which enabled them to buy new equipment – several
focus pads, double focus pads, target pads, adult and junior shields, and breaker boards
and tiles.

Andy said, ‘we are very grateful to SVA Keith Owen Fund as the new equipment
allowed us to practice Taekwondo in a safe environment and to have fun whilst learning
the correct techniques.’

Beth also said ‘this has brought the club as a whole closer to the Sidmouth community.’
Sidmouth Taekwondo will be at the Sidmouth Hams Heart Fest in July and is happy to do
free Taekwondo demonstrations and taster lessons to local group, fetes and/or events.

Sidmouth Taekwondo offer a family-based and friendly training environment where
anybody from any background can enjoy Taekwondo. We have a family where Dad won
3rd place in mens sparring, daughter won 1st place ladies group patterns, 3rd place
ladies patterns, and son won 3rd place junior sparring in their different categories in the
TAGB South West Championships last February.

Andy and Beth Taylor are dedicated to getting more people into physical exercise and
aim to develop individual students’ skills to be the best that they can be, whether it be
technical, competitive sports or just for plain enjoyment of the art. Taekwondo is a fun
activity for men, women and children. Whatever your age or your ability, you'll be made
welcome. 

Taekwondo is a new way to get healthy, energetic and fit. It will help develop personal
fitness and confidence. Sidmouth Taekwondo is open for children as young as six years
old, with the aim of developing self-confidence, courtesy and discipline as well as fitness.
There is no age limit to Taekwondo. However, due to the nature of the activity, some
levels of disabilities would make it difficult (but not impossible) for them to take part.

Andy and Beth Taylor

Sidmouth In Bloom 2019  
2018 saw Sidmouth in Bloom reach a pinnacle in the RHS ‘In Bloom’
competition, having achieved Gold in both the RHS SW in Bloom and

National ‘Champion of Champions’ competitions.  Apart from several other awards, the
Sensory Garden won a Discretionary Award for ‘Gardening in a Changing Climate’ and
Lynette Talbot was given separate SW and RHS Communtity Champion Awards for
Services to the ‘In Bloom’ campaign.  SiB acknowledges the hard work of its volunteers
and others who have given their time to achieve these awards, especially as there were
93 other participants in the competition. In the words of the judges ‘…the team has
achieved so many great and innovative results; to achieve and maintain such high
standards and to have created so many new and interesting projects is a credit to you all.
Such innovation, particularly with the community designed and led horticulture features
is seldom seen elsewhere in the UK’.

Following these comments, SiB has been fortunate to have had the support of the
Keith Owen Fund, without which the work that has been done throughout the season
could not have been completed at its current standard.  SiB has built up a consistent
relationship with the Sidmouth, Sidbury and St John’s Primary Schools, as well as
involving Sidmouth College and the high school sector of St John’s International School,
but also encompassing other young groups such as the Library young readers.

The Blackmore feature, (last year it was Elmer – pictured below), supported by the KOF,
is a prime example of the connection that SiB makes between families and horticulture:
looking at a humanistic theme to entertain, teach and make enjoyable horticulture for
the young.  This year, in association with the Library, a ‘Story Time’ event will be held for
children to introduce the new display to the town.

Blackmore Gardens has seen a great improvement in presentation and increase in
visitors. With the help of EDDC Street Scene, SiB has improved this park through
innovative horticulture and also involving children to help plant up areas.  This year the
Library children have already sown sunflower seeds for planting out in June.  Also, the
schools have started on their designs for Connaught Gardens. 

SiB will continue to improve the East Ham Car Park bedding and identify ‘grey areas’ for
improvement.  (SiB looks after several other beds throughout the town, including the
Police Station garden.)

To keep our expenditure within
reasonable limits, SiB now plants up the
Rhincosaurus, and this year, one of the
Triangle fish.  The Jurassic Displays on the
Three Corner Plot are a major attraction
in Sidmouth and part of its Jurassic
horticultural history.

SiB will plant up the raised bed in the
Triangle. This year’s design reflects its
seaside heritage, using plants raised from
seed and plugs and not carpet bedding.
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Part of our work for health and
wellbeing is to provide horticultural
advice to the Sidford Health Project.  Our
talks this year cover ‘Well Being’ and
‘Water Wise’, to discuss, educate and help
home gardens deal with some
environment issues they may have.
Coach trips also provide a good social
platform for many of our older citizens
who may not have been able to visit the
gardens offered.

SiB is raising money for the town through floral displays, to maintain the beach garden
and continue with the Himalayan balsam clearance.  The Sensory Garden is continually
being improved to encourage disadvantage groups of all ages to visit, sit and contemplate.

SiB community work also involves holding a series of public meetings with speakers on
topical subjects, encouragement of volunteer work through the RHS ‘In Your
Neighbourhood’ scheme (8 groups have been nominated this year), holding the annual
Floral Competition and Presentation Evening, in presenting the town to residents and
visitors, SiB runs the ‘Secluded Garden’ event. Town clean-up days encourage ‘pride of
place’ and community responsibility, but also improves the town’s environment for the
benefit of tourists and businesses. Funds are needed to be raised for the administrative
work to present Sidmouth in the ‘in Bloom’ campaigns.

Overall, the KOF is an important contributor to SiB’s campaign, but the work done by
the group has a knock-on effect for the whole town which SiB represents: the economy,
environment, enhancement and attraction to visitors will remain through the
horticultural, environmental and community efforts of this group.

Lynette Talbot

The Amazing Whirligig Beetle
Lower Knapp pond now has a good variety of life beneath the surface, but one of the
jewels is seen on the surface. Formula one dodgem cars can be spotted on a sunny day,
like diamonds moving erratically on the water surface. They are the amazing Whirligig
Beetle.

Their colour is usually steel grey, but the air bubble they carry around sparkles in the
sunlight. They produce a water repellent outer waxy
layer, making them difficult to hold with fingers, like a
fresh orange pip. This causes problems for the male
Whirligig during sex, and he has developed pairs of
suckers to hold onto his partner!

They feed mainly on small insects that have landed
accidentally on the water surface. The beetle’s short

plump antennae can detect the slightest movement on the water surface, using a form of
echolocation, and a pair of long fore-limbs grasp the prey.

The fascination of the Whirligig is its incredible speed. The body is flattened on the
water surface, with middle and hind limbs flattened also. These limbs have numerous long
hairs (setae) acting as super efficient paddles. Speeds of some Whirligigs (there are 700
species worldwide) reach 144 centimetres per second. Apparently, these beetles have an
84% thrust efficiency, the best known in the animal kingdom. (Not a lot of people know
that!). The thrust potential of the hind leg differs by as much as a factor of 40 between the
forward and backward stroke. This is similar to Olympic oarsmen, but it is the speed of the
strokes that is astonishing – 50-60 simultaneous strokes per second! Aided by the waxy
outer layer reducing surface tension, their acceleration on the water surface is impressive.

The eyes of the beetle are divided, one half looking along the surface and above, and
the other half looking below the surface for predators. If these beetles are disturbed,
they can fly off the surface, or dive below the surface taking an air bubble (plastron) with
them. This air bubble is held by fine hairs, and enables the Whirligig, and other beetle
species to survive for long periods beneath the surface, as oxygen from the water
diffuses into the bubble, replenishing the ‘air tanks’. Whirligigs will also emit a foul
smelling fluid, like rotten apples, if disturbed, to put off predators.

As I read about creatures like the Whirligig Beetle, I wonder at the humans who
researched ‘thrust efficiency’, or smelt the ‘rotten apple discharge’, and other fascinating
facts.

Whoever you are, I thank you for making our lives more interesting.

Simon Papworth

(Lower Knapp pond is located in a small area of land which belongs to EDDC along
Station Road and is now being restored by a group of volunteers)

This tree conkers all, but is now
having a hard time
Sidmouth contains many beautiful Horse
Chestnut trees of both the white and red
flowered varieties and was my favourite as it
supplied the necessary weapons for conker
fights when I was a schoolboy.

When Autumn approached and the seed
pods grew larger we would act increasingly
impatient and throw sticks at the trees to
hopefully dislodge them, frantically tearing
open the pods to see what sort of conker was
inside. These would then be either used
immediately in conker fights or taken home
for some ‘alteration’, much like ball tampering

Red and white flowered Horse
Chestnuts together, Kennaway House
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in cricket, before being drilled and hung on a piece of knotted string ready for use.
Alterations included baking and soaking in vinegar. This modern use of the conker has
replaced the old use, whereby the conker was dried, ground up and used as medicine for
horses to cure coughing. Hence the name.  

The tree is also a harbinger of Spring when its leaf buds, known as ‘sticky buds’, burst
open and the beautiful palmate leaf appears. This was also an opportunity, as kids, to cut
sticks with buds to fence with and to annoy each other as the sticky part is hard to
remove and clings to clothing. Yes, I was a bit of a little horror aged seven, but not now,
of course.

They were first introduced into this country in the 1500s from the Balkans. A red
flowered variety appeared in about 1850 but its
origins seem to be unclear.

Over the last couple of years I have noticed
many Horse Chestnut trees that have not
produced seed pods. This has largely been in
conjunction with the leaves turning brown and
falling early in the season.

What is happening?
It seems to be caused by a moth that was

accidently introduced about 2003, called the leaf
miner moth and it came from Europe. Its
caterpillars burrow into the leaves and consume

them before the tree has a chance to produce seeds.
Older trees can survive this but are weakened each time and become susceptible to

their other enemy, bleeding canker, which will kill them.
Young trees are killed by attacks of the leaf miner. Experiments have shown that they

last on average about three years. 
Spraying is one way to protect young trees, but as they grow it becomes less practical.

As a consequence
they are not being
planted.

So sadly, this
magnificent tree
could disappear,
or at the very best
become rare over
the next few
decades.

Richard
Huntington

Woodlands and estates
working party –
Volunteers Tales
John and I moved from Luppitt (near
Honiton) to Sidmouth in 2016. We
already knew Sidmouth very well and
John worked here as the pharmacist
at Hinton Lake chemist in the mid
1980s.  We both enjoy the
countryside and are keen walkers with
East Devon Ramblers. We knew of all
the good work the SVA do in Sidmouth so decided to join the group of volunteers who work
in the Byes on Monday mornings planting trees, mending fences and clearing paths.  I also
attend SVA committee meetings where I take the minutes.  We enjoy volunteering for
several reasons – it’s a very social activity and a good way to meet new people, also we feel
that we may be retired but we are still using our skills and contributing to the community.

Gilchrist Meadow Pond
You may have spotted our SVA Monday morning volunteer group, either working down
on the Byes or up on Soldiers Hill. We plant trees, mend fences, maintain paths keeping
them clear of brambles, and remove invasive species such as Himalayan Balsam.  

We are now embarking on a new and exciting two year project to improve the pond
and island in Gilchrist. In days gone by, the meadow belonged to Sid Abbey (on the other
side of the road). In the early twentieth century, a General Hunt made the Abbey his
home and the pond became known as ‘General Hunt’s Pond’.  It was used as a small
boating lake topped up with water from a pipe from higher up the river. Over the years
the pipe rusted, the pond was filled with rubble from various building projects, and the
whole area became completely overgrown.

Our first problem was how to get on to the island to start the work.  The pond is not
particularly deep but has a very muddy bottom and is full of hidden hazards from old tree
trunks to beer bottles and other
rubbish.  In the end we decided on a
temporary bridge using some of the
logs for the more nimble to use and
waders for those working in the
water.  

Our first task has been to remove
all the rubbish and old logs from the
pond. At the same time we are
clearing the island of dense bramble
and laurel so that in due course we
can plant it up with gorse and

Symptoms of leaf miner moth

Red flowered and white flowered horse chestnuts, Kennaway House 

General Hunt’s grandchildren
rowing on the pond

Front row LHS – Jake, the SVA funded National
Trust trainee



15

Volunteer tales
The SVA depends upon many volunteers who come from many walks of life. People
volunteer for various reasons, whether it be wanting to meet new people, find out about
something new or just be involved in the Sid Vale and it’s preservation. The Museum
offers lots of scope for very varied roles either in research into the archives, cataloguing
or stewarding.

My volunteer Experience
Moving to Sidmouth was not a planned event but happened purely by chance.  One
afternoon during the spring of 2015 my husband Ken and I were chatting over a cup of
tea in our house in Pangbourne, Berkshire when he suddenly came out with ‘do you think
we should stay in the village or move?’  ‘Where to’ I replied? ‘Oh, I don’t know, how
about Devon’, he said.  

That summer we took several short holidays in different parts of the county viewing
properties.  On our way home from one of these trips we noticed a house for sale in
Sidmouth – it needed much work, but we instantly loved it.  A year and a half later with a
newly renovated home I thought what now?  We had already made a start to continue
activities we love, singing in my case and lawn bowls for Ken, by joining the Sidmouth
Choral Society and Sidmouth Bowls Club, but then I was asked if would like to help in the
Museum by Carol and Robin Laird, regular
museum stewards.  I contacted Christine
Bull who swiftly recruited me and put my
name on the steward’s rota.  

Not long after, whilst on duty I met
museum curator Nigel Hyman and we
started to talk about our past careers,
mine amongst others in project
management.  He then asked whether I
would like to join the behind the scenes
team and take on the ‘onerous’ role of
curating the paintings and prints.  I agreed
and it was quite a challenging task, also coinciding with the transfer of art works to Fore
Street.  Since then I have really enjoyed learning about our local artists both past and
present. Not only their works but also the impact they have had on our community. 

As with all organisations nothing stands still if it is to succeed.  Like schools, medics,
and most professions, there are new requirements as to how museum artefacts are
handled, stored and catalogued.  Perhaps because of my work putting the paintings and
prints into good order, I was asked to take on the additional job of ‘collections manager’,
looking after collections curators across several areas ranging from costumes, social
history to archaeology and rocks.  

Now it isn’t just me who is involved in the museum.  Last year my husband was
‘hanging around’ at an SVA event enjoying a glass of wine when he was spotted by the
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heather to provide an improved
habitat for wildlife.  Eventually we
will clear away the thick green layer
of duckweed on the water surface
and use shrubs and marginal plants
to stabilise the banks. 

Once established, the island can
be left undisturbed, and this will
benefit a wide range of birds,
butterflies, dragonflies and insects.
In two years’ time we hope we will
have created a peaceful corner and a
sanctuary for wildlife. 

A big thank you to Sidmouth Scaffold for the planks to get across to the island 

Naomi Lott

Footpaths And Bridleways 
The work team has started installing the waymarkers and fingerposts and repairing gates
and stiles ready for the Sid Valley Ring to be formally launched later this summer.

The Walking Festival is programmed for 21st to 27th September 2019 and the
programme is printed and being circulated and I am sure it will be another successful
festival. The Sid Valley Ring is included as a guided single walk and also as two separate
walks starting in Sidbury, one going west the other east. A map showing the route was
displayed at Sea Fest along with the all the other walks and the new programme was also
available with much interest.

This year I would also like to pick up and progress Sidmouth as a ‘Walkers are
Welcome’ town which was being worked on by John Dyson. The nearest towns to us
doing similar projects are Liskeard, Camelford, Gillingham and Wiveliscombe with not
many more in the South West. There are of course qualifying requirements which include
a maximum population of 35,000, a well-maintained footpath network, local Council and
community support to name the main ones. This hopefully will encourage more visitors
to the town once it is approved.

The team are currently repairing the steps which lead to the mast at Bulverton, so far
by replacing 18 treads and supports many of which were replaced/repaired 4 years ago
and have now become quite dangerous. According to one local resident off-road motor
bikers have been seen in the woods and going down the steps which would possibly
account for the damage.

The work continues.

Phil Bradbury SVA Footpaths P3 Coordinator 
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seeds to plant.  Hopefully we will receive some
Facebook postings of their giant sunflowers – we have
offered a small reward for the tallest plant identified on
our Facebook page.)

Grateful thanks to Haymans Butchers for the supply of
60 eggs, bacon and dripping (children signed our thank
you card and photos of decorated eggs were given to
Haymans). 

Ann J kindly helped children identify our mystery plant
(a banana plant loaned by Bicton Park – a thank you card
was given).  Dorothy’s interactive seeds display was
really well received as it was both informative and a fun way to learn more about plants. 

It was a really fun day for all involved.  So, if anyone is interested in volunteering for our
summer holiday events, please do; they are most welcome to join us.  Please do make
contact at the Museum.  We look forward to seeing the sunflowers in bloom and
displayed on our Facebook page.

Next event – Big Build Day – 21st August

The View From The Attic
The view from the attic is much improved these days. The room which houses the Social
History and Archaeology collection at Sidmouth museum has been turned into a
relatively organised place with proper shelving and labelled boxes. However, not all the
contents of these boxes have been fully explored and recorded and there are still
surprises to be found.

There are hundreds of personal items stored up there but sadly many of them don’t
have the names of their owners recorded. It would be wonderful to know who owned
the lorgnette or who last used the box Brownie camera and if we have any of the
photographs taken with it.

One of my favourite items is in the toy section. It
is a small model farm cart, made from wood with
metal wheels which still turn beautifully. It
probably once had a small tin horse that could pull
the cart and I like to think it was played with by a
little girl who dreamed of living on a farm with her
own real horse and cart. This is not totally fanciful
because I know the toy belonged to Molly White
who lived at Manstone Farm. I have handled
Molly’s butter pats and cheese shapers and
carefully wrapped the ceramic eggs she put under hens to encourage them to lay. We
have many more items from her kitchen and I know what she looked like as we have
photographs of her. This makes all these every day items come to life. 
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curator, ‘How would you like to look after maps, it is only a ten year project’.  Actually, it
has taken just about a year, with a great deal of help from Liz Owen, to check the
catalogue and place the maps in folders – not your average office folder but super giant
ones of up to 8ft by 6ft.

If anyone reading this would like to join us, whether you are a newcomer or established
Sidmouthian, you will find it is an enjoyable way to learn about our history, impart that
knowledge to others and become part of the Sidmouth community.  And there is no
requirement to commit to ten years, half a day a week is just fine.

Deborah Robertson

Easter: ‘Food Then and Now’
Childrens’ Activity Day at
Sidmouth Museum 
Marian Gadian and the team of helpers
– Dorothy, Peter, Monica, Jacquie,
Ruth, Marianne, and Ann J, wished to
link this Victorian themed activity with
a fun experience of thinking about
food from a historical perspective.  The
children answered Jacquie’s question
‘Which of these foods were eaten in
Victorian times and which today?’
Young people identified the food on display and showed surprise when Dorothy informed
them that chocolate (from South America) and sweets (sugar cane from the West Indies)
could be purchased in Victorian times (albeit consumed on very special occasions).  The
produce they really enjoyed examining was bread and dripping.  Many of the
grandparents reminisced about eating this high fat content food!  (We had fresh food
exhibited on the day; replaced by photos the following day in our display cabinet).  

With Marianne’s help the younger children happily decorated an egg; some very
imaginatively.  Monica was on hand to offer suggestions on decorating their cardboard
basket.

Peter used the map of the world very successfully with the older children to show the
link between the Navy and the trade routes around the world; the young people showed
a genuine interest in understanding more about the transportation and preservation of
food.  The photo quiz, finding objects around the museum, was expertly supervised by
Ruth (and continued to be engaging for the young visitors to the Museum during the
Easter holidays – an exercise well worth repeating at a later date).  Ruth was able to
discuss the artefacts with the children in more detail with support from their parents and
grandparents.

All 75 children (3yrs-16yrs) and parents responded well to identifying Dorothy’s healthy
looking seedlings and with Ruth, Monica and Jacquie’s help they took home sunflower
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Henry Haseler – Topographical Landscape Painter, Engraver, Drawing
Master and Publisher (c.1791-1854)
Sidmouth Museum is fortunate to have many of Haseler’s sketches, prints and
watercolours including three currently on display in the museum’s new gallery:
Woolbrook Cottage, Sidmouth from the Belmont and Sidmouth from Peak Hill. 

Many of you reading this are used to researching online but perhaps not in the
University of Ohio Library where I found a fascinating review of early Haseler works.

Born in 1791 in Birmingham, the 7th child (4th son) of William and Sarah Haseler,
Henry Haseler moved to Sidmouth from London around 1816 where he announced his
presence through an advertisement in Truman’s Exeter Flying Post. 

‘To Schools and Families. Mr Haseler, Drawing Master from London, having made
Sidmouth his residence, would be happy to attend a few schools or private families to
give instruction in drawing and perspective.  Any distance within 18 miles of this place.
Sidmouth July 8th, 1816.’

He was already known as an up and coming artist in London.  The New Monthly
Magazine and Universal Register Volume VI July - December 1816 (Review of the Fine
Arts) reviewed four views of London, drawn by Henry Haseler, engraved by Daniel Havell,
published by Clay.  It begins by pointing out that Haseler was already showing an
independent spirit by painting views of ‘our own metropolis’ and not of the nicer French
capital.  The engravings were perceived to be well executed and meritorious for a young
artist (Henry would have been in his early 20s at the time).  Three were not so well
received; the first is a view of London by Greenwich Park, praised for its architectural
precision but little else; the second, a view from the Queen’s Palace, received less
acclaim; the third, of the London Docks, was considered so abstruse as to be unworthy of
comment due to its subject matter of tobacco warehouses and sailors’ lodgings. But the
fourth, of Waterloo Bridge, was commended for its accurate portrayal of the City of
London and also applauded for keeping the ‘less interesting shore of Surrey’ in shadow.
He is credited that his subject of study is not surpassed by any city view, even those of
Venice by Canaletto. 

Although we do not have a complete chronicle of his life, we do know that he was
married to Catherine and had
three children; Catherine,
born in Exeter in c1819;
Henry Charles c1827 in
Sidmouth; and William
Frederick c1829 in Melcombe
Regis.  Henry himself was
resident in Sidmouth from
1816 to 1826 when he and
his family moved to Exeter.  

Whilst in Sidmouth Henry
sketched and painted many
scenes of our town and

18

Stored at the other end of the room is a very
different artefact. It is a grand looking, oblong, red
leather covered box. It contains the parchment scroll
bearing the arms of Edward Crawford Climo. 

Edward came to Sidmouth when he was a year old.
His father, Major William Hill Climo, spent his
honeymoon in 1898 at the Knowle Hotel and then
came to live in Sidmouth in 1919. He had previously
served in India and we have his Indian Service medal
on show in the museum as part of our Queen Victoria
display. The Climos lived in a number of different
houses in the town. William played cricket for
Sidmouth in the 1920s and in 1928 played croquet in
the All England finals at Sidmouth where he was
beaten by a woman 

I know all these facts because Edward Climo kept up a sporadic correspondence with
Dr Gibbens who was the curator of the museum in the 1970s. The letters contain
snippets of information about residents of Sidmouth who Edward remembers from his
youth, along with a lengthy history of his military family going back to 1745 and details of
his bad heart. Edward was able to claim his coat of arms in 1956 due to the actions of his
uncle, Lieutenant General Sir Skipton Hill Climo K.C.B. D.S.O., who had had a very
colourful army career between 1900 and 1923. Sadly Edward’s own career as a military
policeman in the Second World War seems to have been less glorious and exciting.

I am now looking for the photograph album that Edward’s old nanny, Edith Woodman,
possessed which contains photographs of him as a baby taken by Mr Ellis as well as
wedding and army groups of his father. Edward wrote in 1983 that he intended to give it
to the museum.  It would be good to be able to see the Climo family in all their military
glory. 

I don’t know if Molly White ever met Edward Climo and I doubt they would have had
much in common if they had. However, it has been fascinating for me to meet both of
them in the attic of Hope Cottage and I look forward to meeting more past Sidmouth
residents up there.

Maureen Thurlow

Editor’s footnote – In the last magazine, Maureen wrote about a plaque which she had
found in the attic and was wondering what it referred to. I had a lovely letter from Erica
Connelly who explained that the plaque had been given to the museum in 1995 to
commemorate the fact that the ‘Foundation for sports and Art’ had very generously
donated £8,000 towards the costume models based on film stars of the time (Kirk
Douglas, Sharon Stone and Jodie Foster). Some of the funding was also used for rewiring
and repairing the attic roof due to  squirrel damage.

View of Sidmouth from Salcombe Hill
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depends on a Thorn tree being
retained in this spot. Others
may never have heard the story
at all.

Vaughan Cornish, an eminent
geographer and local
landowner, had the stone put
in place in the 1930s so that
the story would not be
forgotten. He had noticed the
loss of local stories and
traditions (which he blamed on
the introduction of compulsory
education for all, displacing
knowledge handed down
through families and
communities).

The story goes that as long as a thorn tree flourishes here, so does the village.
Whenever the thorn tree dies, it must be replanted straight away. Each replanting
ceremony became a village celebration with music and dancing. It was seen as so
important that – at an early date – it was written into the deeds of Thorn Tree Farm that
if the tree wasn’t replanted, the King or Queen could take possession of the Farm and all
the owners’ belongings. A holding called ‘Thorn’ appears in the Domesday Book, which
suggests that the history of the tree stretches back at least this far. 

The Thorn stands on what is now a small triangle of ground, which appears to have
once marked the boundary of the cultivated land in the village and the open common
land above. Salcombe Hill was once a huge tract of common land, covered with heather,
gorse and ‘short sweet grasses’ with wild flowers throughout. Over 200 acres in extent, it
was vital summer grazing to the subsistence farmers who could then take a crop of hay
from their small enclosed fields. Cows, sheep, goats and geese would be turfed out
together onto the common, often under the casual supervision of young children. This
tradition only died out after the land was enclosed by the wealthier local landowners in
1850, leaving just a few acres for the labouring poor (now Allotment Wood) and a few
acres for the recreation and enjoyment of the inhabitants (now the Salcombe Regis
Recreation Field where the Scout centre is located).  

Significant boundaries or locations were often defined by or even specifically marked
by lone trees – called ‘Mark Trees’ for this reason. Thorn trees were frequently used,
seemingly more than any other. Oliver Rackham in History of the Countryside notes that,
of the trees that appear in Anglo-Saxon charters, 39% of them are thorn trees. The next
most common is oak at 13%. This is surprising since the lifespan of a thorn tree is much
shorter. 

So what is the significance of thorn trees? No one is sure of the reason but lots of
theories abound. Thorn, or hawthorn, is also known as May and is at the heart of

20

environs leaving us a unique
record of Regency life.  The
Revd Edmund Butcher’s 1817
‘Sidmouth Scenery or views of
the Principal Cottage and
Residences of the Nobility and
Gentry’ published by John
Wallis, proprietor of the Marine
Library, (site of the Bedford
Hotel) included 21 acquatints
of Haseler. Some of these are
on display in the museum.

In 1819 Haseler wrote the
book, ‘Scenery on the Southern Coast of Devonshire Comprising Picturesque Views of the
Fashionable Watering Places, Sidmouth, Budleigh Salterton, Exmouth, Dawlish,
Teignmouth and Torquay’ also printed and published in Sidmouth by John Wallis.  It
featured thirty acquatinted views by Daniel Havell from Henry Haseler’s drawings
(currently in the museum archives).

By 1822 Haseler had become a tenant of Clifton Cottage, owned by Emmanuel Baruh
Lousada of Peak House, and drawing master to local residents and schools.  As well as
teaching and continuing working for Wallis, Henry became a well-known local landscape
painter and produced and published a further set of views of Sidmouth in 1825.

He is later recorded, in the Bristol Mercury, as living in another ‘Clifton’, this time near
Bristol, again as a teacher of drawing.  He is finally documented in the 1841 and 1851
censuses as living in Melcombe Regis near Weymouth.  Henry died in Weymouth in 1854
and was buried at St Ann Radipole churchyard with an age of 65.

Deborah Robertson

The Salcombe Regis Thorn
Recently I met a lady who added a new detail to an old story. I was giving a talk about
trees and landscape in Sidmouth, which included the tale of the Salcombe Regis Thorn.
After the talk, I met Hazel Clapp who told me that her mother, Florence Rice, had grown
up in Salcombe Regis, the daughter of the verger, Rueben Rice. Every time someone in
the family had a birthday, they would go to the Thorn in the morning and dance around
the tree in a circle for good luck. Hazel kindly gave me a photo dating from about 1908 of
her grandmother Matilda, with three of their four children, all of whom took part in the
tradition. It made me wonder how many other people in Sidmouth still have some new
tales to tell about this or other trees.  

Many people will have driven past the Salcombe Regis Thorn and noticed the
gravestone-like memorial standing by it. Some may have walked past and stopped to read
it, or heard the story, and will know that it records the legend that Salcombe Regis

In the photo are L-R: Betty, Jack, Matilda and
Florence Rice, pictured in approx. 1908
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Salcombe Regis Churchyard
A walk through this charming churchyard reveals the burial sites of many interesting local
residents including two physicists with international reputations.  

Norman Lockyer (1836-1920) was a very distinguished Victorian academic astronomer,
all the more remarkable as he
never attended university. He was
a co-discoverer of the solar gas
which he named helium.  He
founded the science journal,
Nature, which is now in its 150th
year.  He was the first professor of
astronomical physics at the Solar
Physics Observatory in South
Kensington.  In ‘retirement’ he
lived on Salcombe Hill and
founded his own Observatory in
1912.  He died in 1920 and on his
gravestone is written: 

The Heavens declare the Glory
of God and the Firmament
sheweth His Handiwork Psalms X1X.1

His wife, Mary, astronomer and suffragist, died in 1940 and is buried with him.
Sir John Ambrose Fleming (1849-1945) was a physicist who, as a consultant to the

Marconi Company, designed the world’s first large radio transmitter built at Poldhu in
Cornwall in 1901. Marconi ‘ungenerously’
was to claim credit for it.  Fleming’s
invention of the two-electrode rectifying
valve in 1904 paved the way for effective
radio sets.  He retired to Greenfield on
Manor Road in 1926 with his second wife,
Olive, a professional singer.  He lived until
the age of 95 and, based on the
memories of those locals who knew him,
had an irascible nature. Olive lived until
1978 and is buried with him. 

The displays in the Museum of both
Lockyer and Fleming have been updated
and Mary Lockyer has a new, separate
display. 

Nigel Hyman
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England’s Mayday
celebrations, which have their
root in ancient ceremonies to
welcome the coming of
summer. Mayday celebrations
included plenty of romping
around the countryside for
young people, involving
flirting and fun in the privacy
of the woods. ‘Gathering
May’ was a tradition when
young people went out the
night before Mayday to
gather May blossom or ‘knots
of May’ (or nuts in May!)
ready for the next day’s celebrations. 

On 1 May 1883, Peter Orlando Hutchinson, local historian and diarist, wrote: 
‘May Day.  Cold easterly wind.  Emblems of Flora were not forgotten. 

The children, as usual, brought about branches of trees having flowers hanging about
them; and some were set off with little dolls tied among the opening leaves: also cards
with bright pictures on them, and pieces of ribbon, to set them off.’

It also became a euphemism for courtship or sex. Richard Mabey in Flora Britannica
goes into the chemistry of thorn trees to find an explanation for their ritual significance.
Triethylamine is a chemical compound released by hawthorn trees as they flower; it is
also a chemical that is released during sex and when bodies start to decompose. The
connection between the smell of hawthorn flowers and these basic facts of life may have
led to its role in ancient ceremonies.  However closely linked to ancient fertility rites,
Mayday celebrations were one of the highlights of the rural calendar, with the whole
community taking part in the festivities.

Across the country, there are several significant Thorn trees, with the Glastonbury
Thorn being the most well known, with its unusual pattern of flowering at Easter and
Christmas and its legend of having sprung from the staff of Joseph of Arimethea. The
stories around Thorn trees are both Christian and pre-Christian and of course we have
lost and forgotten far more than we know. So we are lucky to still have in our community
a fascinating and invaluable tree and legend. And it’s a tree that we don’t have to fret
about losing, since every time it is lost and replaced, we add to its story. So even if these
days we are probably all far too inhibited to go and dance round the thorn tree for luck,
at least we can still look after each one with care and interest and replace it when its time
comes – just to make sure that Salcombe Regis is protected from disaster. 

Kate Tobin

If you have any stories of local trees, Kate would love to hear from you. She can be
contacted at kof@sidvaleassociation.org.uk

Norman and Mary Lockyer’s grave

Ambrose and Olive Fleming’s grave
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daughters (William’s sister), Susan
Maria Ffarington. William and his elder
brother George, who also died young
aged 14 when William was only 9,
(which may explain why he was sent to
Devon) are commemorated in two
other window panels of the same
elaborate design. George features on
the left hand panel and our William on
the right. Both windows feature on the
wall of the Farington Chapel in the
church. A brass plate says: ‘All ancient
rights of this chapel, by ye name of
Farington chapel and ye vaults therein
was conferred by William Chaderton,
Bishop of Chester and others unto
William Farington of Worden Esqr and
his heirs for ever AD 1591.’ Beneath the
chapel is a vault where many of the
Faringtons lie. The youngest son, James
Nowell Ffarington, was born in1813,
married Sarah Esther Touchet in 1847,
but died eight months later on 6 June 1848. He was the last surviving son and heir and
the final male member of the family. Although all three sons died young, at 14 (George),
17 (William) and 45 (James), the two daughters lived to be 73 (Mary Hannah) and 85
(Susan Maria).

The painting is of the
family home, Shaw Hall,
where William lived
before coming to Devon.
It is clearly the home of a
wealthy family and
research is continuing to
try to find a record of
how the window in our
distant church and the
impressive grave came to
be commissioned and
how permission for it was
obtained. Did any of the
family travel to Devon to
attend the funeral?

Peter Whitfield
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William Mathews Ffarington 
In the Parish Church of St Mary and St Peter, Salcombe
Regis, generations of church goers entering the chancel
have passed a memorial window in the south wall. How
many have glanced up at that first window on the right,
read the inscription, and wondered where ‘Shaw Hall and
Worden’ are? Who was the 17 year-old boy
commemorated since 1827 in this stained glass? 

‘William Mathews, son of William and Hannah Ffarington
of Shaw Hall and Worden. William died, aged 17, on 24
April 1827. The will of the Lord be done’.

William Mathews Ffarington was born in Lancashire on 2
December 1809, the second son of William and Hannah
Ffarington. He was always said to be a delicate child so the
family sent him to Devon – -though it is not known where
he stayed – in the hope that the sea air would help his
condition, but it proved not to be so as he died of
consumption, aged just 17 in 1827. The burial service was
conducted by Reverend H B Clark. Interestingly, all the
Parish Burials Register entries that year were signed off by
George Cornish, Lord of the Manor of Salcombe Regis. The
grave, of a size and position commensurate with the status
of his family, is just a few yards from the memorial window
as shown in the photograph. The inscription on the top,
exposed as it has been for 190 years to the salty winds and
weather of the valley, is not easy to decipher but with some
judicious brushing one can read: ’Here rest the Remains of
William Mathews Son of Willm Ffarington Esq Of Shaw Hall
In the county of Lancashire Who died at Sidmouth. Deeply
mourned. On the 24th April 1827. Aged 17 Years.’  On the west end of the plinth, the
date of his burial 11 May 1827. 

The Ffarington (now Farington)
family were major figures in the
Leyland area of Lancashire from
the 14th century.  They had owned
several estates, including Shaw Hall
and Worden Hall, as mentioned in
the epitaph. The central section of
the memorial window to William’s
father in the Leyland parish church
of St Andrew features the various
coats of arms down the female line
and was designed by one of their

William’s window

Memorial window in Leyland church in
Lancashire kindly provided by Paul Moran,

a church volunteer.

Engraving showing Shaw Hall provided by David Hunt,
Curator of the South Ribble Museum

William’s grave
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I remember Peter running a garage business on the sea-front in Sidmouth. It was called
Esplanade Garage, once owned by Ted Andrews (information from Sandra Doyle). Dean’s
taxi business was next door. The garage was near the Ham and Lifeboat station. Today a
large block of flats is on the garage site. My father Norman Morrish would take his car to
Peter’s garage for service and repairs. Peter told me that the author R F Delderfield
brought his car to the garage for service and repair and Peter knew him as ‘Ron’.

I remember visiting Martha at ‘Capri ‘for afternoon tea when I was a child, along with
my mother and sister. I also remember the ‘Fleming’ family Christmas ‘get-togethers’ at
Peter and Martha’s, in particular in 1962 when there was snow on the Boxing Day night.

Later Peter and Martha moved to a bungalow in Cottington Mead, Sidmouth which was
nearer to the town centre.

Sadly Peter and Martha didn’t have any children.
Martha died in 2014 and Peter in 2016.
Peter was proud of his middle name Drake, which signified a connection to Sir Francis

Drake. As a boy he received a stipend for this.

Norma Cox

Love letters from Sidmouth 
J’irai cueillir une petite fleur pour toi’ – ‘I shall
pick a little flower for you’. This phrase caught
my eye on an old postcard of Sidmouth, with a
cross marking the spot on Salcombe Hill, close to
the best carpet of bluebells in the Sid Valley. I
bought the card, and on the back there was a
date – 5 May 1915, just when the bluebells
would have been at their best – and a message
‘My Dearling, je t’envois un million de bises de
Sidmouth, Pauline’ (I am sending a million kisses to you). It was addressed to Monsieur A
Schmit, Lieutenant-Aviateur, La Panne Hopital, Belgique. An hour’s research tracked him
down as Adolphe-Gustave-Jules Schmit. He was a pilot in the Belgian Army, had served in
their colonies before the Great War and had been commended for bravery during
dangerous missions over enemy lines at the start of the war. He was injured on 28th April
1915 at Houthem, which was the headquarters of the Belgian Army during the Battle of
Ypres.  Somehow Pauline – a young Belgian woman – had managed to get to safety in
England and was either living in or visiting Sidmouth whilst her country was in chaos
across the channel.  I can find out very little more about them except that all seems to
have ended happily since they married in St Martins, London in spring 1916. Adolphe was
invalided out of the war, became an administrative Major and lived until 1935 in Anvers,
Antwerp.

Over several years, I’ve managed to amass 24 postcards sent between a courting
couple in Sidmouth, or to their friends and family. Annie Irish and George Leat appear to
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Martha and Peter Barnes, my aunt and uncle – a Sidmouth story
My mother Nellie and her sister Vi came to Sidmouth
from Northern Ireland in 1946 to work at the Torbay
Hotel. Both of the sisters (née Fleming) married
Sidmouth men, raised their families and remained in
Sidmouth for the rest of their lives.

In 1956 another sister Martha came over from
Northern Ireland to work in Sidmouth’s Belmont Hotel.
The hotel was run by Brian Fitzgerald and his mother
Bella. Martha had a room in the staff quarters of the
Belmont Hotel and her room was at the top of the
building facing east with a view of the cricket pitch and
Salcombe Hill beyond. I remember going there when I
was a child of five years old with my mother and my
three year old sister.  Martha told me that Bella

Fitzgerald was very strict with her staff and that Bella spoke in a deep voice and she
would put the ‘m’ sound on the word ‘you,’ hence ‘youm’. Martha recalled that Bella on
noticing a button missing from Martha’s uniform enquired ‘Didn’t they teach youm to
sew at home?’ Martha answered ‘Yes, of course they did’. Bella replied ‘Well I am
surprised that youm can sew and yet youm haven’t sewn on the button that’s missing
from your uniform’. I don’t think Martha was very pleased with this kind of criticism.

During this time Martha was courted by Peter Barnes, a young man who lived in
Sidmouth.  Peter, his parents and his sister, had lived in Wimbledon, South West London.
On moving to Sidmouth the Barnes family lived in Manstone Avenue and Mr Barnes ran
his taxi business from the family home. Martha told me that Peter would drive up to the
Belmont Hotel to meet her in a large, black Rolls Royce limousine with running boards.
Peter would let Martha sit in the driver’s seat while he stood on the driver’s side running
board.  Peter’s father had bought the vehicle after the end of WW2, with his ‘de-mob’
money in order to start a taxi business

Martha and Peter were married in Sidmouth Parish church in 1961 and my mother was
matron of honour. Martha and Peter lived in a bungalow named ‘Capri’, which was one of
a pair of bungalows built in Ice House Lane by Parsons’ Brothers, the Sidmouth building
firm. This firm was run by my Aunt Vi’s husband Sid Parsons and his brothers. Each
Parsons’ brother had their own trade and Sid was a painter and decorator. The second
bungalow in Ice House Lane belonged to Brian Parsons a nephew of Sid and Vi.

Martha told me that the trains into Sidmouth station would travel along the railway
embankment which was at the end of her back garden in Ice House Lane and that the
train-guard would wave to her when she was in her garden. Soon, however, the trains
would be gone due to the Beeching cuts.

Martha finished working at the Belmont Hotel and later worked in various shops in
Sidmouth. I remember her working in the Consumer Market, a hardware and general
store which was situated in Fore Street. Later she worked in Sue’s Pantry a baker’s shop
in Old Fore Street and then at Waitrose, on the bakery counter.
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to spend a lot of time hopping on and off the train at the top
of Alexandria Road, with Annie even staying in Chard
overnight towards the end of the relationship ‘I am staying
the night don't worry as there is nothing to worry about will
tell you all when I see you’. Maybe they had set the date at
last! 

The last card is a picture of the inside of the church,
addressed to Mr and Mrs George Leat with the message
‘Were you waiting here today?’ and signed Annie. It could be
a highly romantic gesture from single Annie to married Annie,
but it may just be from her cousin Annie Fox, who also
features throughout the correspondence. George and Annie
live together until 1934, when Annie dies at only 48 and
George marries again the following year. Presumably all the
cards they kept were sold at some point after George died. Without children to
remember them, these two people might have passed into oblivion, if it hadn’t been for
these moments in their lives captured on card and circulating like grains of sand until
they come back together to form a story, giving us an insight into the lives of two young
people over 100 years ago.  

Kate Tobin 

(John Edmond) Heugh Balfour (1863-1952)
There are still a number of older Sidmouth residents who
remember Colonel Balfour.  His title as Lord of the Manor
was far from ceremonial or a sinecure.  Instead he
directly influenced almost every aspect of life in the town
from the water supply to building new hotels.  He was to
be the last Lord of the Manor; the only one with a close
relationship to the town. 

His father, George Edmond Balfour (1821-69), was an
immensely wealthy shipping agent, based in Manchester,
who traded mainly with the Far East.  His wife died in her
late 20s from a tragic dental mishap and perhaps this
prompted his decision for a complete change of lifestyle
and to purchase the Manor of Sidmouth in 1866.  The sale arose following the death of
the previous incumbent, the Regency rake, Edward Hughes Ball Hughes who rarely, if
ever, visited the town.  There was no manor house and the estates were badly neglected
but the town was fashionable.  George moved into Powys but tragedy struck again when
he died three years later aged just 39.  His three children, Georgina, Heugh and Kenneth,
all under 10 years old, were now orphans. The Manorial estate at the time of George’s
death was 690 acres with an income of £2,267.  Trustees were appointed to manage

28

have been courting for around seven years
before they finally married in the parish church,
when the postcards between them naturally
stop. 

I suspect I’ve only found the tip of the iceberg
since Annie seems to write as easily and
frequently as people write texts today, nipping
out in the evening to post her cards. She was
working as a domestic, first at Stanhope near

Livonia Road, and later for a family called Isaacson. The husband seems to have been a
London lawyer while the wife lived in Salisbury and Sidmouth, taking Annie with her as
she moved around. In 1911 Mrs Isaacson lived at Winslade Cottage, around half way up
Winslade Road, where an old flint wall still stands (as an aside, she was the aunt of the
cookery writer Elizabeth David). Annie seems to have an affectionate relationship with
her employer and the other servants she worked with, sending them cards from time to
time. In 1909 she writes to Mrs Moran – possibly the cook – in Salisbury ‘George came
home with me until the Monday. He was home again with me on Saturday. I got my ring
alright, I am quite pleased with it. I often think of you both and what a way I was in at not
getting a letter Christmas morning’. In fact she seems to have suffered from
homesickness whenever travelling since a card from a friend – or possibly George’s sister
– Bess, in 1908 said ‘I saw your mother one day she told me you were troubled with love
pains.’

Her parents lived at the bottom of Winslade
Road.  Her father and older brother were the
cemetery gardeners. She and her friends seem
to spend their days off walking up the river to
Sidford and Sidbury, dressmaking or going ‘about
the recommends’ (shops) looking for supplies,
with the occasional trip to the theatre. George
grew up in Sidbury; his mother Mary Jane Leat
was a lacemaker and then a washerwoman at

Sidbury who never married, but had seven children and brought them up herself, keeping
them alive to adulthood despite grinding poverty, which was quite a feat at that time of
high infant mortality. She had spent time in Honiton workhouse with four of her children
in the 1880s before George was born. She clearly gives him a bit to worry about since
Annie sends a card in 1909 reassuring George that his mother has turned up after some
time off the grid ‘Glad to tell you your mother is back and was down to work yesterday,
did not see her but Mary did I don't know when she came home or where she as been so
you can rest yourself content she is alright dear’. George worked originally as an errand
boy in the town; one card from a friend to Annie in 1905 shows Sidmouth High Street
featuring a boy pushing a barrow and the message: ‘Do you know the driver of this
handcart’, suggesting George may have first caught Annie’s eye when she was 19 and he
was 17. He then becomes a porter on the railways and goes to live in Chard. They seem
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Other notable buildings which belonged to the Manor, at
some stage during his tenure, included Tudor Cottage, Rock
Cottage and Fortfield Terrace. In 1910 he married a noted
beauty, Evelyn Gerard-Dicconson, and they had one child,
Elizabeth, who was born two years later.

Balfour had to balance the maintenance and profitability of
his huge estate with the necessity for improvements to the
town and its citizens.  By and large this was achieved although
there were errors of judgement including the foreshore shingle
blunder.  In the absence of a harbour, landing fishing boats was
often unsafe and required a consistent shingle shore.  Balfour
claimed ownership of the foreshore and took shingle on a regular basis for his building
projects, thereby endangering the boats as well as the fishermen’s livelihood.  This was
an egregious abuse of his position.  In 1907 the author and fisherman, Stephen Reynolds
contacted, on behalf of the fishermen, the Board of Trade and persuaded the Town
Council to seek legal advice.  After a lengthy legal battle an obscure 1862 Act was
discovered and the Board of Trade banned the removal of shingle from the foreshore.
Reynolds said that he bore no hard feelings towards Balfour and presented him in 1910
with copies of A Poor Man’s House and Alongshore.  It is possible that Balfour did not
share the same sanguine view.  After his death both books were donated to the Museum
and are in mint condition, apparently unread. 

On the credit side there were undoubted acts of philanthropy. In 1885 he contributed
to costs to set up the town’s first hospital, May Cottage, a property owned by the Manor.
Later, in 1891, he generously donated the land on which the present Victoria Cottage
Hospital is sited.  Other gifts included Glen Goyle, the Manstone Fields Recreation site
and the Triangle. 

He established a close friendship
with Queen Victoria’s son, the Duke
of Connaught, who over-wintered in
Sidmouth in the early 1930s; the
Duke stayed at the Manor House in
1934. They shared previous careers in
the army, Connaught being a Field
Marshal. There is a general
impression that Balfour was not at
ease with ordinary working people.
There are many anecdotes of
Connaught chatting easily to locals
whilst walking in the town, a facility
not enjoyed by Balfour. His
personality was no doubt shaped by
his sad childhood, orphaned at six
years, then Eton and an officer army
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George’s considerable legacy and one of their first tasks was to build a manor house. 
A site was chosen to replace Broadway Farm with a very grand, red brick Jacobean-

style building, designed by the eminent architect, George Somers Clarke, a pupil of Sir
Charles Barry.  It was completed in 1876 with further extensions in 1907 and 1922.
Downstairs rooms included stained glass by William Morris’s company (now in the V&A)
and upstairs there were 13 principal bedrooms and accommodation for female staff in
the attics and for male servants in the east wing. 

Heugh was educated at Eton and his subsequent adult
life can be viewed from both a military and manor
perspective but there was a considerable overlap in both
roles between 1888 and 1918.

His paternal grandfather, Robert Balfour, who died
before Heugh’s birth, was a Commander in the Royal
Navy.  Heugh chose the army and was to follow a
distinguished career.  Initially an officer in the cavalry
regiment, the 11th Hussars, he  became lieutenant in

1881 and then, as Captain, joined the Royal 1st Devon Yeomanry in 1892 and was
promoted to Major in 1897.  In the Boer War in 1900 he served with the cavalry
regiment, the Roberts’ Horse, and commanded a division the same year.  In September
1901 he was awarded the Distinguished Service Order. 

He served in the First World War and was twice mentioned
in Despatches and created a CMG (Companion of St Michael
and St George).  He was promoted to Lieutenant-Colonel in
1917.  He relinquished his commission in 1919 but was
granted permission to retain his rank.  In 1922 he was
appointed Sheriff of Devon.

Balfour assumed the Lord of the Manor role on his 25th
birthday in 1888 but had been living at the Manor House
since 1884. He was fortunate in employing two very talented
and industrious colleagues, Major W.H Hastings as his estate
solicitor and agent and, from 1895, RW Sampson as his Manor
architect. The extent of his Manorial ownership was truly
extraordinary. 

By the end of the 19th century the Manor owned the water, gas, and railway
companies.  It wished to add electricity to its portfolio but Sidmouth Urban Council
blocked the application.  (Tension between the Manor and the Council continued until
Balfour’s death.)  The Manor also built the new Sidmouth Baths (the present site of
Kingswood Hotel) which were primarily for hydrotherapy treatment.

The Fortfield Hotel (Sanditon site) and the Knowle Hotel, initially, belonged to the
Manor.  The Victoria Hotel (1904) is the largest building in Sidmouth. 

Other initiatives were the Manor Hall,later Pavilion (1891), and the Golf Club (1889).
Land owned in Bickwell Valley was developed and included many of Sampson’s finest Arts
and Crafts Edwardian villas. The soft orange local bricks were made on the Manor.
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The fatberg has made headlines all over the
world, including the New York Times, and
Australian and New Zealand press.  There was
also a feature on BBC’s Blue Planet programme in
March and as part of the BBC’s ‘Inside Out’ series,
their Health Correspondent Jenny Walrond visited
the Museum on 30 April to interview SVA officers.
Jenny interviewed Ann Tanner (Deputy Museum
Curator) about the exhibition, and Peter Brookes
(River Warden) about the impact on Sidmouth. It is
anticipated that the programme will be televised in
autumn.

Two other organisations are also heavily involved in the fatberg.
Exeter University have undertaken detailed analysis of the contents of the berg, and

has discovered an alarming number of items which have been (possibly accidently)
flushed down, including fat, oil and grease, cotton buds, wet-wipes, kitchen roll, plastics,
needles and syringes, disposable nappies and all manner of personal items including,
false teeth, a mobile phone, jewellery and even money!

The Water Research Centre in Swindon is also analysing the scientific components of
the berg and how this can be best managed in the future.  So from a potential problem is
coming a large amount of valuable research which will benefit many other communities
and possibly help to prevent a similar occurrence.

South West Water has confirmed that the berg and its removal (which cost in the order
of £130.000) did not have an impact on the sea – but stressed the importance of not
flushing fat, oil and grease down the drain.  Their staff has visited a number of hotels,
restaurants and cafes to advise about safe disposal of these harmful products. To
complicate things further, some products make claims on the packaging that they are…
‘flushable and biodegradable’.  Unfortunately these statements do not mean that the
products actually breakdown quickly – if at all – and along with the flushed fat, oil and
grease, creates the problem which we experienced this year.  We were fortunate this
time in that it did not cause flooding to the promenade or pollution to our beautiful sea
shore and so with care we can help prevent a recurrence.

To mark this important event the Museum has staged a short exhibition to advise and
inform the public about the fatberg, including photos and a video.  As we were not able
to have an actual sample of the berg we ‘created’ a lookalike with a number of the
‘inappropriate’ items which caused the problem. 

If you would like more information about how
to prevent your drains becoming blocked and
creating another fatberg, South West Water
produce information on their website;
southwestwater.co.uk/thinksink

Peter Brookes – River Warden
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life.  Walter Wagstaff has a memory dating back to the late 1940s.  Balfour insisted that
postmen dismounted from their bicycles when they used the path through the vegetable
garden.  Walter continued cycling, unaware that Balfour was in an adjacent greenhouse
and from which he emerged with a shaking fist and shouting ‘Bloody postmen!’ 

Colonel Balfour died in 1952.  The entire Manor estate had increased almost two-fold
to 1,169 acres and included 10 farms and woodland.  He had a reputation for feudal
patronage, and towards the end of his long life it was clear that his role was increasingly
out-dated.  In old age he said that he regretted that the town had been suspicious of the
Manor and its schemes for improvement. 

He had been a brave soldier and a hard working Lord of the Manor but he nevertheless
came across as remote and as private as his vast Manor House and grounds. 

The Museum has a new display marking his life.

Nigel Hyman

Sidmouth’s Fatberg 2018 – A satisfactory solution?
Just before Christmas 2018, South West Water discovered the fatberg under the
Esplanade in Sidmouth.  The berg measured some 64 metres in length, and partially filled
the main outfall sewer. 

Originally the sewer discharged to the sea through a short outfall adjacent to the Ham
wall, but following the £3m Clean Sweep scheme in 2000, South West Water diverted the
culvert into the new pumping station, which transfers flow to the newly constructed
sewage treatment works at Sidford.  It was partially in this old storage culvert which is
some 35m long, 10m wide and 2m high that the fatberg occurred.

South West Water’s contractor started work in early February and set up their
operation at The Ham.  Members of the seven man team had to be winched into the
sewer via a manhole, and for the first few days needed to wear full breathing apparatus
because of dangerous gases in the pipe.  At times, high water levels in the sewer made it
too treacherous to enter.  Specialist jetting equipment and manual labour were used to
break up the fatberg before it was pumped into tankers.

In the eight weeks it took to clear the obstruction, they removed 36 tanker loads each
holding 3,000 gallons. (c. 500 cubic metres – much of which was water). The fatberg was
taken to a local sewage treatment works (Totnes), where it was fed into the anaerobic
digester which produced energy to power the plant.

The fatberg is the largest discovered in South
West Water’s service history, and illustrates how
this key environmental issue is not just facing the
UK’s biggest cities but the coastal towns as well.

The final two tankers left Sidmouth on Thursday
28 March 2019. The site compound was removed
and The Esplanade reopened to traffic on Friday
29 March. 

BBC interview with Ann Tanner
in the Museum

Fatberg in culvert under the Ham
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particular importance, where rhynchosaurs make up about
half of the vertebrate remains.  So far at least two species
have been found at Sidmouth, the commonest being
Fodonyx spenceri, named in honour of Patrick Spencer,
while Bentonix sidensis was named because it was found
east of the River Sid at Pennington Point.

Rhynchosaur skulls are distinctive and unusual –
triangular in shape from above, being broad posteriorly
with a narrowed snout terminating in a pair of 'tusks'.
These are not teeth but extensions of the front of the skull.
The dentition of rhynchosaurs is highly specialized with
batteries of small teeth borne on the lower jaw that fitted
into a toothed groove on the upper jaw like a closed
penknife blade.  Fossil plant remains including horsetails
have been found in association with rhynchosaurs which
probably ate the stems and roots with an up and down
shearing action rather than by chewing or sawing.  Suitable
plant food may have been collected using their forelimbs
and 'tusks', and then taken into the mouth with a large
muscular tongue (this being deduced from a large hyoid
bony structure in the throat to which the tongue was
attached), and finally processed by the toothed jaws. All
limbs had clawed toes that were especially long on the hind feet.  Indeed when
compared to modern-day digging animals (such as ground squirrels and armadillos) the
structure of the hind limbs suggests they were adapted for scratch-digging to break up
ground material.

Unlike the famous Jurassic rocks at Lyme Regis which were formed under the sea, and
contain many well-preserved fossils, the Triassic Otter Sandstone does not give up its
secrets easily, due to the fossils being formed under drier conditions, and are therefore
scarcer, generally smaller and more fragmented.  However, recent studies have started to
unlock their secrets; although rhynchosaurs are dominant in Sidmouth rocks it is
becoming clear that they co-existed with a much more varied community of both aquatic
and terrestrial plants and animals than was previously known for this crucial but little
understood phase in Earth's history.  

Tony Gower
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The Rhynchosaurs of Sidmouth
Rhynchosaurs (rhunkos = snout; sauros = lizard) were tusked land-dwelling herbivorous
reptiles 0.5 -1.5m long, up to twice the size of modern-day badgers, and they lived during
the Triassic Period 200–250 million years ago.

Sidmouth's dramatic cliff scenery exposes Triassic rocks (Otter Sandstone overlain by
Mercia Mudstone) which are among the oldest of the rocks along the 'Jurassic coast', and
are considered to be one of the most important Triassic sites for terrestrial reptiles
anywhere in the world.  The Otter Sandstone was laid down about 240 million years ago
when SW England as part of a larger land mass was just 10 degrees north of the equator.
Thus the Otter Sandstone was deposited under hot subtropical desert-like conditions,
with sandy sediments deposited by wind and water, along a lowland braided and delta-
like river flowing from a southerly direction of what is now France.  Such an environment
with flash flooding could account for the fragmentation of fossil remains of organisms
which may in any case have been sparse under such desert conditions. 

The Triassic was a fascinating
transitional period in Earth's history
because it followed the largest
recorded mass extinction (at the
end of the Permian) resulting in the
loss of more than 90% of species,
including most of the large
herbivores and carnivores.  It was
under these conditions that smaller
animals and newer groups like the
rhynchosaurs and small predators

together with extinction survivors such as huge (up to 5m long!) amphibians became
prominent.  Towards the end of the Triassic there was another major extinction;
rhynchosaurs disappeared and the changed environmental conditions led to evolution of
the dinosaurs living alongside early mammals.

It was during the latter half of the 19th century that vertebrate fossils were first
recorded in the Otter Sandstone between Budleigh Salterton and Sidmouth, but little
more was recorded until 100 years later, especially in the 1980s when Patrick Spencer
made extensive collections along the coastline from east of the River Otter through
Ladram Bay to Port Royal.  Patrick is the son of the Reverend P C Spencer, vicar at the
church of St Francis of Assissi, Bennets Hill, Woolbrook 1978-86, and he was ideally
placed to make regular and frequent collections of fossil remains.  This involved
recognition and painstaking removal of hundreds of small bones, tiny teeth and other
animal and plant fragments, many of which are kept in the Royal Albert Memorial
Museum, Exeter.  Patrick went on to complete a PhD (1989-94) with Professor Michael
Benton at Bristol University.  Since then scientists from around the world have continued
to visit and study Sidmouth's Triassic rocks.

Although rhynchosaurs had a worldwide distribution, their fossil record is poor in the
northern hemisphere.  Therefore the information contained in Sidmouth rocks is of

View towards High Peak showing Triassic cliffs

Side view of skull and
lower jaw  (b) Ventral

view of  skull. Modified
from Benton (1990

Artist's impression of rhynchosaur
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storing fishing boats; such
storage was part of the
original design.

In 1931 the front gable was
taken down to at least half
way and all the original
ornamentation was removed,
including the bay windows. It
was rebuilt in the modern
International Style. It is
unlikely that the
ornamentation was removed
because of damage from seas
and sea winds as the other ornamentation on seafront buildings has survived. It is more
likely that the modernisation reflected the continued importance of what was now the
Territorial Army in the unsettled times in the run up to the Second World War. Whatever
the reason, the fact remains that the inscription tablets to the memory of those who
were instrumental in the Hall’s creation have been lost, as has the large clock.

It is an important point for heritage that the interior of the Hall is little changed. Most
of the country’s Drill Halls have been re-purposed and interior features lost. Sidmouth’s
Drill Hall still has some of its original glass! The hammer-beam roof is one of the finest
remaining examples of its type according to conservation experts. Yet the interior is not
enough for it to qualify for Listing by Historic England, the loss of original external
features over-rides the importance of internal features.

East Devon District Council, the owners of the Hall, have recently put it up for sale. At
the time of writing, plans have been submitted to turn it into a fish restaurant. We wait
and see. https://drillhall.historic-sidmouth.uk/

Mary Walden-Till

A reminder about ticks and Lyme Disease this summer
If you are out walking in the country or on SVA land around Sidmouth then please check
yourself for ticks. The tick may carry Lyme Disease from biting another infected animal.
Part of the life cycle of the tick involves climbing tall plants that may be brushed against
by suitable hosts, us for example.  They then jump off, attach themselves and make their
way to a suitable spot on your body. The tick usually cannot be felt when it bites and
attaches itself to the skin.  Later the immediate area starts to itch. They suck your blood
and that is when the bacteria that causes Lyme’s Disease can be transferred.  If not found
they suck your blood and increase in size from pinhead to 5mm before dropping off to lay
eggs and repeat the cycle. Remove them with tweezers or a tick removing tool (from
chemists/vets) as soon as you spot them and crush them. I flush them down the loo.
They have a hard exoskeleton so make sure it is dead. If the area of the bite looks red and
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Sidmouth Drill Hall
and its Volunteers
The Drill Hall’s now drab
exterior gives us little
indication that it was
intended to be one of
Sidmouth’s finest public
buildings.

Britain has never had a
large standing army,
relying on Volunteers
instead of conscription
whenever possible. In
Victorian England the army was based mainly overseas so defenders had to be found at
home when there was fear of invasion from the continent. In most places this was
achieved by conscripted Militia, but in places where there was a Volunteer force
conscription was not put in place.

In this way having a Volunteer force was good for the inhabitants of a town; their men
didn’t have to leave the area to serve elsewhere in the County but could stay at home. It
was also good for civic pride to be able to demonstrate the patriotism of a place, as well
as its understanding of duty.

Sidmouth, of course, had Volunteers!
The history of the some of the Volunteers of 1860s can be gleaned from the diaries of

Peter Orlando Hutchinson, even earlier ones are mentioned briefly in the book ‘A Short
History of the 3rd Volunteer Battalion of the Devonshire Regiment, 1859 to 1908. And
some fragmentary information concerning the East Devon Volunteers of 1794 ‘ by Major
William Hardinge Hastings, Estate Manager for the Balfours of Sidmouth Manor.

The Sidmouth Volunteer force of the late 1880s originally met for drill at the Town Hall
until the space was needed for other uses. This was a blow to both the pride of the
Volunteers and of the town. The Officers of the Volunteers, as was usual at that time,
were drawn from the monied classes and one of them was Mr Orchard, Solicitor. It was
he who decided that a dedicated hall should be built by public fundraising and
subscription, and that the hall should also serve as a place of education and
entertainment.

The details of how this was achieved, and a copy of Major Hastings book can be found
on the Sidmouth Drill Hall Research site.

The Hall opened in Oct. 1895 and was situated on the last level bit of ground at the
eastern end of the Esplanade. A balcony was part of the design to allow an area where
dancers could cool off at balls and take advantage of the beautiful views. By 1929 the
Esplanade had been extended and raised up to balcony level, the toilet block and shelter
were built in that year. Both of these made the balcony a less pleasant place to be and it
was removed around that time.

The raising of the Esplanade also made the lower level of the Hall inaccessible for
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Athelhampton House and Gardens and the Langham Wine Estate
Athelhampton is one of the finest 15th Century
manor houses and is surrounded by one of the
greatest architectural gardens in England. The house
contains many finely furnished rooms including The
Great Hall, Great Chamber and a wine cellar. The
Gallery in the west wing exhibits works by the
Russian artist Marevna who lived at the house in the
1940s/50s. The Grade I Listed garden, dating from
c1891, is full of vistas and gains much from the
fountains and River Piddle flowing through. The
walled gardens include the world- famous topiary
pyramids and collections of tulips, roses, magnolias,
clematis and lilies. Also a 15th Century dovecote
and a boardwalk along the banks of the River Piddle.
We will have a private tour of the house and a
chance to see something of the gardens.  Light
lunches are obtainable or bring a packed lunch to
eat at Athelhampton 
In the afternoon we will visit Langham Estate Vineyard with Wine Tastings 
We will have a private tour of the Vineyards, (some a bit hilly), learn about the  stages of
Sparkling Wines production methods, and taste 3 separate wines. (please bring sturdy
footwear!) We will have our Cream Tea at the Langham Estate.
Details for the September Excursion will be advertised and also sent out on the SVA Email
Address List in late July 2019. 

For further information please
contact
Stephen Pemberton
7, Glenisla Terrace,
SIDMOUTH
EX10 8BP
stevepemb@hotmail.com
Tel: 07810496566

SVA Excursion – 11 September 2019
a large circle resembling a bull’s eye starts forming around it, seek
medical treatment immediately as this could be the signs of an
infection. Full blown Lyme disease can be difficult to get rid of if
allowed to go untreated. 

Also check your dog and cat regularly and if you are concerned
your vet will advise you about tick treatments that can be given.
Wear long trousers if walking in areas with long grass or bracken, in
woodland or heath, the less flesh exposed the better. Ticks are
active throughout spring, summer and autumn and sometimes on
warmer winter days.

For more information there are NHS sites online which can tell
you more and according to a site called the Bigtickproject we are in a high risk area.

Richard Huntington

Remembering the Sid Vale
For 173 years, since 1846, Sidmouth and the Sid Vale have been protected and

nurtured by members and volunteers who have given their time, skills and money to
ensure the Vale remains a leading destination for visitors as well as a beautiful place to
live.

The income from subscriptions and investments is, however, insufficient to fund those
regular core activities. In addition, we are occasionally faced with exceptional
circumstances for which there is no general provision. For example, the Museum is an
old, listed building and has needed significant repairs and improvement in 2018. 

We are very grateful, therefore, to those who, year after year, make one-off donations
and remember the magical Sid Vale through their Wills. Such bequests can be general or
they can be for specific purposes such as the maintenance of our green spaces or the
development of the Sidmouth Museum.

Any bequest, large or small, is valued by the Association (which is a registered charity
no.1154749). We remain deeply grateful for the thoughtfulness and generosity of past
supporters, and for all who make provision for our future endeavours. Please continue to
remember the Sid Vale Association. 

Gary Turner, Treasurer

Fully engorged tick

SVA Magazine
The deadline for entries for the Winter edition is Friday 27th September.  Articles should
be up to 800 words and an accompanying photograph or illustration would be most
welcome.  Please email your articles to Val Huntington.
publicity@sidvaleassociation.org.uk
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Membership Application Form
Please send completed form, with payment if
applicable, to The Membership Secretary (SVA) 
67 Malden Road, Sidmouth EX10 9LZ

I/We wish to become Member(s) of the Sid Vale Association

Title   Surname (BLOCK LETTERS please)

First name(s) 1 

Second member 

Address 

Post Code      Phone

E-Mail Address 

EITHER I/We enclose my/our Annual/Life Membership subscription of £ 
Please delete as appropriate and make cheques payable to The Sid Vale Association

OR I/We have completed the standing order mandate opposite (Please 3)

GIFT AID SCHEME

I wish to make payments under the Gift Aid Scheme. I want the Charity to treat as Gift Aid
ALL donations and subscriptions I make to the Association, from the date of this
declaration, until I notify you otherwise. I confirm that I pay an annual amount of Income
Tax which is not less than the amount of tax which may be redeemed by the Sid Vale
Association.

Signature Date 
The Sid Vale Association is a Charitable Incorporated Organisation, registration number 1154749

sid vale association

past • present • future

Area Date Receipt Memb.Card WG NMM GA

Outside the Sid Valley Within the 
including postage Sid Valley

Cheque/ Standing Cheque/ Standing
cash order cash order

ANNUAL MEMBER an individual £12 £10 £10 £8
2 at same address £18 £16 £16 £14

LIFE MEMBER an individual £120 - £100 -
2 at same address £180 - £160 -

SUBSCRIPTION RATES
By cheque or cash – or cheaper by
standing order!
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STANDING ORDER MANDATE
To The Manager Bank

Branch Address

Post Code

Please set up the following Standing Order from my/our account:

Name(s) of account 

Sort Code            –       – Account Number  

Recipient  Sid Vale Association CIO
Recipient’s Bank  CAF Bank (Charities Aid Foundation) 
25 Kings Hill Avenue, Kings Hill, West Malling, Kent, ME19 4JQ
Sort Code  40 – 52 – 40  Account Number  00016416

Please pay the sum of £ First payment date 
And annually thereafter until further notice

Quoting SVA reference (please leave blank for SVA use)

Signature Date 

Help us – and make new friends at the same time!
Thank you for joining the SVA. Your membership is greatly appreciated.
If you would like to become more involved or know more about all the work we do, there
are many areas where we need help, whether it be on a regular basis or just a few hours.
See the point of contact list for the relevant person (inside the back cover) who will be
happy to hear from you, or  3 any of the following and your interest will be passed on for
you.
Membership o Local delivery of magazines to members
Museum o Stewards  o Archivists 
Website o Updating of content  o Technical management
River/Woodlands and Estates  o ‘Hands-on’ managing grass, hedging, trees, wild-life
Conservation and Planning Team  o Monitoring planning applications
Privacy Policy
The Sid Vale Association will only collect and use your personal information which is needed in
order for us to provide you with the benefits of membership. We collect this information to enable
us to send you magazines, annual reports and email reminders about walks/talks/special events.
You have the right to unsubscribe from communications at any time by contacting us via
membership@sidvaleasssociation.org
More information about the SVA’s Privacy Policy and Cookie Policy is available on the website. By
signing this form, you agree to the SVA using this information.
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President
Alan Darrant president@sidvaleassociation.org.uk
Chairman
*Richard Thurlow chairman@sidvaleassociation.org.uk
Vice Chairman
*Ed G. Harrison vicechair@sidvaleassociation.org.uk
Honorary Treasurer
*Gary Turner treasurer@sidvaleassociation.org.uk
Secretary 
*Liz Warren secretary@sidvaleassociation.org.uk
Conservation and Planning
*Richard Thurlow conservation@sidvaleassociation.org.uk
Footpaths
Phil Bradbury footpaths@sidvaleassociation.org.uk
Museum Curator
*Nigel Hyman museum@sidvaleassociation.org.uk
History Group
Prof. Brian Golding OBE history@sidvaleassociation.org.uk
Keith Owen Fund Grants
Kate Tobin kof@sidvaleassociation.org.uk
Meetings
John Ridgley talks@sidvaleassociation.org.uk
Brendan Lee talks@sidvaleassociation.org.uk
Membership
Andrew Scott membership@sidvaleassociation.org.uk
Publicity and Magazine Editor
*Val Huntington publicity@sidvaleassociation.org.uk
Publications
John Dowell publications@sidvaleassociation.org.uk
River Warden
*Peter Brookes river@sidvaleassociation.org.uk
Walks
Jackie Stokes walks@sidvaleassociation.org.uk
Woodlands and Estates
*Richard Huntington estates@sidvaleassociation.org.uk
Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty Partnership
Brian Hall aonb@sidvaleassociation.org.uk
Excursions
Steve Pemberton  excursions@sidvaleassociation.org.uk
*Trustees

Sid Vale Association – points of contact



Dates for your Diary 

Whilst we make every effort to ensure dates and times are correct at the time of going to
press, please check the web page for the latest details and any updates. 

WALKS
Tuesday 6th August Coast and River. Meet 10am at Otterton village green (near King’s
Arms)-roadside parking (Grid ref SY081 853) Leader Naomi Lott 01395 512973.  6 miles

Tuesday 3rd September Coast path to the Donkey Sanctuary and back via Salcombe
Regis.  Meet 10am at Salcombe Hill NT car park (grid ref SY139 882) Leader Doug Ralph
01395 577891.  5.5 miles

Tuesday 1st October Railway and river to the woods.  Meet 10am at Bowd layby (West
of pub on A3052) Grid ref 104 898 Leader Jackie Stokes.  5 miles.

EXCURSIONS
Wednesday 11th September Athelhampton House and Langham Estates Vineyard with
wine tasting. See page 39 for details

CONCERT
Tuesday 8th October Sidholme music room 2.30pm  Autumn themed concert with
Lorraine Low, John Brindley and Dorothy Worthington. Tickets from Sidmouth Museum.

TALKS
Thursday 10th October (part of science week) ‘Big Universe Big Data; how to handle the
vastness.’ Prof Danielle George 7.30 Manor Pavilion

Wednesday 13th November Churchill’s secret army in Devon 2.30 Manor Pavilion.

MUSEUM  Open Monday-Saturday 10am-4pm. Closed Sundays.
Saturday 20th July Sidmouth’s cliff erosion Kennaway House 10.30am-4pm

Wednesday 7th August  Singing the Rocks. Geology walk  with a difference. 10am learn
the songs. 2pm walk and sing along.

Wednesday 14th August  Red Rocks Day. Special rocks, fossils and minerals day

Wednesday 21st August Children’s activity Day ‘Big Build Day’ build a bridge, summer
fun and much more

Wednesday 30th August Big Draw Day

SVA MEMBERS OPEN DAY Wednesday Sept 4th 2.30-6pm at HQ 36A Fore St Come and
meet the team, view the archives and picture collection. Wine and nibbles. 

HISTORY GROUP
7pm Trumps SVA HQ, 36a Fore St, Sidmouth
8th July, 9th September and 2nd Monday of every other month after.

The Sid Vale Association CIO, 36a Fore Street, Sidmouth EX10 8AQ
The Sid Vale Association CIO is a Charitable Incorporated Organisation, registration number 1154749. The Association promotes

conservation and heritage, the museum, and facilities for recreational and cultural activities in the Sid Valley
© 2018 Designed and published by the Sid Vale Association


